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Press release

REGULATING TECH

Arcep Chair, Sébastien Soriano, taking part in Franco-Asian debates on regulating
Big Tech, hosted by the Institut Francais

Paris, 9" May 2019

Arcep Chair, Sébastien Soriano, will be travelling to Asia from 13 to 17 May to take part in a series of
Franco-Asian debates hosted by the Institut Francais, on the topic of regulating Big Tech. He will be
accompanied by Antonio Casilli, a sociologist who specialises in digital labour issues.

Over the course of the week, Sébastien Soriano will deliver talks in Taipei, Tokyo and Seoul:

e On 13 May in Taipei, on the topic: “Why Big Tech need to be regulated, and how to do it”;
e On 15 May in Tokyo on the topic: “Keeping the Web’s original promises by regulating Big Tech”;
e On 17 May in Seoul at the National Assembly of South Korea.

How should Big Tech be regulated?

This week of discussions will be an opportunity to examine what role Big Tech plays in the digital economy,
and the influence it has on our freedoms. Faced with the dominance of this small handful of companies,
regulators around the world are having to rethink their actions.

On March 8 of this year, at the South by South West Festival in Austin, Texas, Sébastien Soriano proposed
five avenues for regulating Big Tech. Their originality lies in seeking options that leverage public power, not
to make decisions in market players’ stead, but rather to empower the crowd: innovators and citizens alike. A
more detailed explanation of these five avenues can be found here. Some are very personal, such as
updating European competition law, while others echo Arcep’s current actions — a prime example being its
work on devices.

Devices (smartphones, smart speakers, connected cars, smart TVs): a key to unlocking targeted and
effective regulation

In carrying out its duty to enforce net neutrality, in 2018 Arcep published an in-depth and unprecedented
analysis of the influence that devices have on users’ freedom of choice and capacity to innovate.

This work — which has been shared both across Europe and internationally (within BEREC, CERRE and the
OECD, with the European Commission, with Members of the European Parliament working on Platform to
Business trading practices regulation, etc.) — went a long way in raising awareness of the instrumental role
that devices play in the internet access equation. The work also helped to underpin the decision the
European Commission issued on Android’s abuse of dominant position, the adoption of the Platform to
Business regulation, in particular as it pertains to app stores, and the launch of an investigation in the
Netherlands into possible app store bias.
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About the Institut Frangais

Operating under the aegis of France’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Culture, the Institut Frangais is dedicated to
promoting culture initiatives and disseminating French scientific culture abroad.

Arcep at a glance
The Electronic Communications and Postal Regulatory Authority (ARCEP), a neutral and expert arbitrator with the status of

independent administrative authority (IAA), is the architect and guardian of internet, fixed and mobile telecoms and postal
networks in France.

Press liaison Follow Arcep Subscribe
Jean-Francois Hernandez @& www.arcep.fr RSS feed
hernandez@arcep.fr W @Arcep f Facebook E-Newsletter

Tel.: 01 40 47 70 33 in) LinkedIn Dailymotion Mailing list



http://www.arcep.fr/
file://///prod04/feed/::www.arcep.fr:%3feID=tx_rssforge&feedid=2&h=14df1
mailto:hernandez@arcep.fr
http://www.twitter.com/ARCEP
https://www.facebook.com/arcep.fr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arcep
http://www.dailymotion.com/ARCEP
http://www.arcep.fr
file://///prod04/users$/Jean-Baptiste SANGLA/AHTML/Library/Containers/com.microsoft.Word/Applications/Microsoft Office 2011/Microsoft Word.app/Travail/ARCEP/Signature/twitter.com/ARCEP
https://www.facebook.com/arcep.fr
https://www.facebook.com/arcep.fr

