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Changes in the Wireless LAN licensing system from 25 July 2003
1 Purpose of this document
Two new elements have led to changes in the WLAN (wireless local area network) network licensing system as from 25 July 2003: 

· easing of technical conditions in the 2.4 GHz band by the Ministry of Defence,
· application of the new European "telecom package" directives.
This document sets out the changes to the conditions for public network trials using WLAN technology as from 25 July 2003. These changes will simplify and harmonise the use of public WLAN networks.
It should be noted that WLAN networks for private use, as well as the provision of public services from WLAN access points directly connected to a previously authorised public network, do not require any authorisation from ART.
1.1 Further easing of technical conditions for WLANs in the 2.4 GHz band 
The negotiations with the Ministry of Defence have resulted in the technical conditions in the 2.4 GHz being extended to all départements in metropolitan France compared to the 58 authorised on 1 January 2003. The overseas territories have had favourable conditions since 2002. 

These conditions, which are included in appendix 1, have led to the frequency allocation decision being modified. They provide operators with conditions in France similar to those in the CEPT decision ERC/DEC/(01)07 prior to the band becoming completely open in 2011. The CEPT is an organisation with responsibility for coordinating the radiofrequency spectrum between States in continental Europe. Operators must respect the specified maximum radiated power especially when establishing point-to-point links.
As a result, there is no longer any requirement for special dispensations because the technical conditions are now identical for all départements and all applications (apart from a few specific requirements for the overseas départements which will remain). The special dispensations previously granted will remain valid given that the frequencies were assigned on condition that they would not cause any interference.
1.2 Overall changes in the system for telecommunications operators, the objectives of the telecom package and the WLAN recommendation. 

ART published guidelines on 7 November 2002 defining the conditions for establishing public networks in response to requirements for regional development and for the development of broadband services in public places.
As from 25 July 2003 (the date on which the "telecom package" directives adopted in 2002 by the European Union came into force), telecommunications operators whose activities do not require the allocation of scarce resources, will no longer be required to obtain an individual licence to exercise their activity. A simple declaration to ART will allow it to maintain an operator register. 

These measures will apply in particular to public WLAN network operators on condition that the technical conditions are strictly adhered to, particularly in terms of power limits. This will considerably simplify the licensing system.
2 Conditions for establishing a trial public WLAN network as from 25 July 2003
2.1 A simple declaration for trials
Trial possibilities will be maintained until the end of 2004 to allow innovative projects to be developed with minimum constraints, thereby assisting the development of service offerings from a commercial and technical point of view in this emerging market. 

Operators will also be asked to declare their activity to ART in accordance with the spirit of the new directives, by providing a brief description of the project, the planned launch date and the geographic location of the trial to allow ART to keep up to date with trials as follows:
· when an operator launches a trial, ART is to be informed using a form similar to that shown in appendix 2.
· operators that already hold a trial licence will not have to undertake any further action.
From 25 July 2003, this new framework simplifies and harmonises the technical conditions and the licensing system in accordance with directive no. 2002/20/EC (Authorisation) and the European recommendation dated 20 March 2003 concerning the harmonisation of public WLAN access as follows:
· a simple declaration replaces the individual licences for public network operators.
· private applications (independent networks, individual use) and the direct connection of 
a WLAN access point to a previously authorised network do not require action as far as ART is concerned.
· the technical conditions which limit the EIRP (equivalent isotropic radiated power) have been eased for all applications and services in the 2.4 GHz band on condition that they do not interfere with Ministry of Defence applications. Decision no. 02-1009 has been modified accordingly.
· the technical conditions have not been modified to date for the 5 GHz band. 

· trials already under way will continue as planned in accordance with the ministerial orders that have been issued, particularly as far as the time duration is concerned.
· trials continue to be exempt from taxes in accordance with the Budget Act for 2003. 

· the appendix to ART decision no. 02-1031 dated 7 November 2002 on the adoption of guidelines for trial public networks using WLAN technology has been replaced by the present text.
· the Act transposing the "telecom package" directives could lead to certain modifications to operator declarations.
ART will publish the list of trials on its web site.
2.2 ART will monitor trials
With a view to providing ART with up-to-date information on trials, any operator already licensed under article L. 33-1 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, is requested to advise ART when any WLAN trial is planned or when the coverage area for any previously declared network is modified.
It is ART's wish that the WLAN trials result in a global assessment of the technology in the second half of 2004 before deciding on changes to the trial licensing system for WLANs. An assessment form will be prepared in collaboration with the players in 2004 and the results will be made public (with the exception of any commercially confidential information).
This survey will contribute to the trial WLAN licensing system changes in the context of the new legislation transposing the "telecom package" directives.
APPENDIX 1 :
Power levels in the 2.4 GHz band
Metropolitan France

Indoor
Outdoor

2400

2454
100 mW
100 mW

2483.5

10 mW

Guadeloupe, Martinique, St Pierre et Miquelon, Mayotte

Indoor
Outdoor 

2400

2483.5
100 mW
100 mW

Réunion and Guyana

Indoor
Outdoor 

2400

2420
100 mW
Not allowed

2483.5

100 mW

Power levels in the 5 GHz band

Indoor
Outdoor

5150

5250
200 mW

Not allowed

5350
200 mW with DFS/TPC or equivalent
or 100mW with DFS only


Summary of the licensing system in the 2.4 GHz band and in the 5GHz band prior to the new Act.






APPENDIX 2 :
Information to be supplied in the declaration
Applicant details:
-Company name:

- Head office*:

-Chamber of Commerce company registration number or equivalent:

-Kbis extract:

-Contact name and details:
*not required if the operator has already supplied this information for another licence.
For information only, the operator is requested to detail any licences held and any penalties that may have been applied in application of the Posts and Telecommunications Code. 

Brief project description:
Service description:

Coverage area 

Planned activity launch date
Optional additional information (strictly reserved for ART use in monitoring WLAN trials): the operator is requested to detail amount of investment and partnerships, if any, with local authorities.
The signed and dated form should be returned to:
Chef du Service Opérateurs et ressourcesAutorité de Regulation des télécommunications7, Square Max Hymans, 75730, Paris cedex 15 

An electronic version is also to be sent to: Delphine.Fraboulet@art-telecom.fr 
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GUIDELINES DIRECTRICES





Public use





Private use





Comply with the technical conditions





Etablishment of a network to interconnect WLAN access points





Direct connection of access points to a previously authorised public network 




















No action required





Simple déclaration








8
8

