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By expanding its window for 5G trials in the 3.8 – 4.0 GHz band to the 4.0 – 4.2 GHz band, Arcep is satisfying 
demand from manufacturers and stakeholders wanting to assess their local mobile network projects for 
business use cases across the entire 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band. The assignment rules established for this window 
can be found on the Arcep website. 
 
175 frequency licences issued since 2022 as part of this 5G trial window 
 
In March 2022, Arcep opened a trial window in 3.8 – 4.0 GHz band for manufacturers and businesses wanting 
to trial new 5G use cases. The goal was to satisfy the mobile connectivity needs of “vertical” users 
(manufacturers, logisticians, energy and health sector companies and smart city stakeholders) that may want 
to use a private 4G/5G networks to deliver new services or improve their operational performance. 
 
Arcep has issued 175 frequency licences since 2022, as part of its window for trials in the 3.8 – 4.0 GHz band. 
Among the trials conducted thanks to these licences, around 90 of them were still ongoing at the end of Q2 
2025. 

Arcep has a positive assessment of this window, and notes the diversity of the stakeholders involved, covering 
a wide range of economic sectors (industry, energy, health and special events) and this in multiple regions 
across Metropolitan France. Details on these trials can be found in the dashboard of 5G trials published on 
the Arcep website (in French). 

Following requests from businesses wanting to trial private mobile network projects and thereby evaluate 5G 
use cases in the 4.0 – 4.2 GHz band, Arcep is expanding its trial window to the entire 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band. 

At the same time, Arcep continues to work on establishing a regulatory framework with a view to 
opening a long-term assignment window for 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band frequencies 

In June 2025, Arcep confirmed plans to establish a local assignment framework for the 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band for 
the deployment of local mobile networks for business purposes and, to this end, launched a public consultation 
on 2 June 2025 on a draft procedure for assigning 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band frequencies in Metropolitan France, 
along with a draft decision setting forth the technical conditions governing use of that spectrum.  

Arcep is in the process of analysing the responses it received to this consultation – as the European 
Commission is working on the adoption of a decision on harmonised technical conditions for shared use of the 
3.8 – 4.2 GHz band in the European Union – with a view to: 

- submitting a decision setting forth the technical conditions for using the 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band to France’s 
Minister responsible for electronic communications for approval; 

- publishing the procedure for assigning frequencies in the band, to come into effect before the end of 
2025.   

 

Associated documents  

- Public consultation on the framework for assigning 3.8 – 4.2 GHz band frequencies in Metropolitan 
France (2 June 2025)  

- Dashboard of industrial and innovative 5G trials in France 

 

https://www.arcep.fr/demarches-et-services/professionnels/transformation-numerique-des-entreprises/plateformes-experimentation-5g-bande-38-40-ghz.html
https://en.arcep.fr/news/press-releases/view/n/5g-150322.html
https://www.arcep.fr/cartes-et-donnees/nos-publications-chiffrees/experimentations-5g-en-france/tableau-de-bord-des-experimentations-5g-en-france.html
https://www.arcep.fr/actualites/les-consultations-publiques/p/gp/detail/cadre-attribution-frequences-bande-3-8-4-2-ghz-metropole-juin2025.html
https://www.arcep.fr/actualites/les-consultations-publiques/p/gp/detail/cadre-attribution-frequences-bande-3-8-4-2-ghz-metropole-juin2025.html
https://www.arcep.fr/cartes-et-donnees/nos-publications-chiffrees/experimentations-5g-en-france/tableau-de-bord-des-experimentations-5g-en-france.html#c35858
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Arcep at a glance  

The Regulatory Authority for Electronic Communications, Postal Affairs and Print Media Distribution (Arcep), a neutral and expert 
arbitrator with the status of independent administrative authority (IAA), is the architect and guardian of internet, fixed and mobile 
electronic communications, postal and press distribution networks in France. 
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