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Press release

FIXED BROADBAND AND SUPERFAST BROADBAND MARKET REGULATION

Arcep adopts the Decision to deregulate the market for
wholesale central access solutions (“3b”)

Paris, 5 December 2024

On 14 December 2023, Arcep had decided to extend its then current market analysis decision on access to
generalist active solutions (former “market 3B”) by one year, to factor in the ongoing changes in that market
over the previous 12 months.

At the end of that extension, and following its analysis, Arcep is adopting a decision to deregulate
market 3b, combined with a transitional period during which existing remedies will remain in place up
to 31 March 2026.

To provide the sector with predictability, the Decision requires Orange to comply with all of the obligations set
forth in the previous market analysis decision, up to 31 March 2026*. During a transitional period, the
obligations to grant all reasonable requests for access, and to be non-discriminatory and transparent will be
maintained in the whole of Metropolitan France, with the exception of very-high density areas. The obligation
to charge cost-based prices will also be maintained in those areas where it was already in force.

This Decision marks the completion of a work cycle carried out across the whole of 2024. The adopted Decision
takes full account of the sector’'s responses to the public consultation, and of the Competition Authority’s
opinion. The Decision was notified to the European Commission, which did not make any comments. Arcep
extends its thanks to all of the parties who contributed to the different stages involved in drafting the Decision.

Arcep will work to ensure that the adopted Decision is properly implemented, and will assist all of the concerned
stakeholders to this end, particularly during the transitional period. The Authority will be especially mindful to
ensure that this period runs smoothly.

To find out more

Arcep’s market analyses, a process of in-depth consultation with the sector:

- Public consultation on the draft decision on derequlating market “3b”;
- Competition Authority’s opinion;
- European Commission’s comments

Associated documents

e Arcep Decision No. 2024-2663 on derequlating the market for wholesale central access at a fixed
location for mass market products

1 Decision No. 2020-1447


https://www.arcep.fr/uploads/tx_gsavis/24-2663.pdf
https://www.arcep.fr/uploads/tx_gsavis/24-2663.pdf
https://www.arcep.fr/actualites/actualites-et-communiques/detail/n/regulation-des-marches-du-haut-et-tres-haut-debit-fixes-300524.html
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/fr/communiques-de-presse/lautorite-de-la-concurrence-publie-lavis-quelle-rendu-larcep-sur-son-projet
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/2328c58f-1fed-4402-a6cc-0f0237699dc3/library/9e0594a7-79e6-445a-868f-18c3a2cdae0d/details

Arcep at a glance

The Regulatory Authority for Electronic Communications, Postal Affairs and Print Media Distribution (Arcep), a neutral and expert
arbitrator with the status of independent administrative authority (1AA), is the architect and guardian of internet, fixed and mobile
communications, postal networks and press distribution in France.
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