X r autorité de régulation
» des communications électroniques, =
q ce p des postes et de la distribution de la presse REPUBLlQUE FRANCA|SE

Press release

ENVIRONMENT

Arcep and ADEME create an observatory
of digital technology’s environmental footprint

Paris, 12 December 2024

The purpose of the Observatory of digital technology’s environmental footprint is to create a central repository
for reliable and verified sourced data on digital technology’s impact on the environment.

Because measuring these impacts is a crucial part of shepherding digital technology’s Green transition, Arcep
and ADEME (France’s National Agency for the Ecological Transition) decided to compile all existing and future
studies, work and reports produced on this issue into a single Observatory of digital technology’s environmental
footprint.

The creation of the Observatory is provided for by the Law on reducing digital technology’s
environmental footprint in France (aka the “REEN Act”)

In 2020, the Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Ministry for the Economy, Finance and the Recovery
tasked Arcep and ADEME with measuring digital technology’s impact on the environment in France, and
identifying courses of action and best practices for reducing it.

Since then, the collaboration between Arcep and ADEME has resulted in a series of publications on this issue.
The purpose in creating this Observatory is to compile all of these publications, and to meet the objective set
forth in Article 4 of the “REEN Act’: to “quantify digital technology’s direct and indirect impacts, as well as ICT’s
— and patrticularly Al’'s — contribution to the Green and inclusive transition. The work of the Observatory on
digital technology’s environmental footprint are to be made public and can include proposals for reducing the
impact that digital technology has on the environment.”

Some key publications

e ADEME — Arcep study on digital technology’s environmental footprint in 2020, 2030 and 2050
e Arcep’s annual “Achieving digital sustainability” inquiry

Arcep at a glance

The Regulatory Authority for Electronic Communications, Postal Affairs and Print Media Distribution (Arcep), a neutral and expert arbitrator with the
status of independent administrative authority (IAA), is the architect and guardian of internet, fixed and mobile communications, postal networks
and press distribution in France.
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